
From the President

Why Do We Need Regional Alumni Associations?
Citizen Police Academies were designed to help communities better understand law

enforcement.  Graduates of these academies have been eager to “Continue the Experience and
Get Involved.”  Thus, Citizen Associations have been organized throughout Texas, the United
States and the World.  While a common thread runs through them all – the willingness to
make their communities better and safer places to live by working with law enforcement
and/or directly with the communities – exact purposes will vary from association to association.  Each Alumni
Association faces the same organizational steps that can be confusing and demanding.  Purposes must be
defined and well-understood by all concerned.  This can encompass community involvement, fund raising,
education, law enforcement assistance, crime prevention, etc.

Purpose of Regional Alumni Associations
Regional Alumni Associations are organizations established to assist and foster the growth of all Citizen

Police Academies and their resulting Alumni Associations.  These Regional Associations provide direction,
organization, training, and other services that may not be available to the individual Alumni Associations, and
they coordinate regional activities that involve all the associations.  It is important to understand that a regional
association is made up of Alumni Associations that choose to join, and each association remains completely
autonomous. 

Every Alumni Association experiences the same start-up problems and growth pains. Some of the most
commonly asked questions are:

• How do we create and develop our Articles of Incorporation?
• What and how do we file with State and Federal agencies?
• What are Bylaws; do we need them?
• How do we organize?
• Do we need a Board of Directors?
• How will we obtain funds?
• What do we do with our alumni members?

How about those Alumni Associations that have been around for awhile?  Are they all carefree and
running smoothly?  Probably not.  All Alumni Associations hit the same speed bumps in their start-up and
development. Networking with other alumni in the same geographic area provides the greatest resource for
overcoming such hurdles.  Why reinvent the wheel when there’s someone willing to assist?  The Regional
Association will be very pro-active in helping established Citizen Police Academies and Alumni Associations in its
region.  Working with one’s peers expands the resources within the confines of one’s alumni world.  Sometimes
you teach, and sometimes you learn.  Some of the services provided by a Regional Association and/or the
Texas CPAAA are as follows:

[Cont’d. on Page 2]

THE TCPAAA 
CONNECTION

www.texascpaaa.org 

Spring 2016

Figure 1



2016 TCPAAA Convention 
and Law Enforcement Training

July 31, August 1, 2, 2016

Corpus Christi, Texas

Make your hotel reservations and submit your
registration as soon as possible.

Registration forms and additional information available at 
http://texascpaaa.net/convention/ 

[President’s Article Cont’d.]

• Sample Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws to assist new associations in their
formation;

• Information concerning 501(c)(3) filing and Employer Identification Numbers;
• Information about Alumni Associations;
• Information regarding how to identify problems, increase enrollment, and increase class

and alumni interaction within associations;
• Information about activities to assist in keeping alumni involved in community

activities;
• Information on fund-raising activities; and
• Ideas for continuing education programs and assistance in finding guest speakers for

Alumni meetings.  

Local CPAAAs, regional CPAAAs, and the State CPAAA can be of great value and assistance.  So get
involved as much as you can in making all of these organizations great for the benefit of all.

−  Dave Miller
President
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IDENTITY THEFT: What Everyone Should Know
(Submitted by Bill Cafferty, Kerrville CPAAA)

The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) reports that more than 490,000 complaints of identity theft were received
in 2015 – an increase of 47% over the number of complaints received in 2014.  Click here for an overview of
the FTC's actions in response to this dramatic increase.

Should you become a victim of identity theft, your first action should be to call the bank, credit card company,
or whatever financial institution is involved to report the incident and take whatever action is necessary to
deny the identity thief further access.  Your second call should be to your local Police Department to file a
complaint. 

Next, take advantage of a new FTC website to make a report to the FTC. The site (click here) is very user-
friendly, contains an informative video, and will even set you up with a personalized recovery plan. 
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TCPAAA Board Meeting

Date: Saturday, April 23, 2016                      Time: 10:30 am

Location: Dickey’s Barbecue Pit
2710 W. Commerce St. *
Buffalo, Texas 75831
903-332-6666 (restaurant phone number)

* Please note that “Googling” the location will give you an incorrect address. Head west  
   on Highway 79 from I-45; next to Sonic; on your left.



Sgt. John Lopez outlines
Internal Affairs procedures.

Amberly Lype & Supervisor
Vernita Rawls share humorous
dispatching expericnces.

Dickinson Citizen Police
Academy Student Rose
Noto holds up one of the
Taser prongs used when
there is a Taser
deployment.

Dickinson Police
Officer Haven Smith
taking a Taser
deployment during the
Citizen Police Academy
presentation on “Less
than Lethal” block.

Patrol Sgt. Dean Boyd &
Taser Instructor Officer
Dustin Pruitt showing CPA
students the mechanics of
Tasers carried by the
Dickinson Police Department.

R E G I O N    O N E     N E W S

Dickinson

The first full class of Dickinson PD’s 26th Citizens Police Academy was held on
February 18, 2016.  Sgt. John
Lopez discussed how Internal Affairs conducts investigations and how seriously each
allegation is treated.  He outlined the procedure from the filing requirement to who is
assigned to conduct the investigation to the range of conse-
quences for the accused and, in some cases where a false allegation is made, the
accuser.

Communications Supervisor Vernita Rawls and Ambery Lype, with Clinton
Brown, presented an overview of the Communications Department.  Their
presentation illustrated how Communications plays such a critical role in handling
incidents.  They explained required training and an absolute need to be able to multi-
task, and they gave examples of 911 calls.

The Dickinson CPA Class 26 had their “Less than Lethal” presentation on
Thursday, March 3, 2016.  Patrol Sgt. Dean Boyd and Taser Instructor Officer Dustin
Pruitt were the presenters for the evening.  They explained the Use of Force
Continuum for law enforcement and showed several videos of police scenes that went
from one extreme to the other.  The highlight of the evening occurred when Dickinson
Police Officer Haven Smith volunteered to take a Taser deployment.  Ladies and
gentlemen, it doesn’t get more “hands on” than that!  The students were very
impressed and now understand what “less than lethal to deadly force” may entail.  We
thank the Dickinson Police Officers for their instruction and participation in our
program.

Any citizen of Dickinson who would like to join the Dickinson Citizen Police
Academy should contact Officer Tony Valdez at tvaldez@ci.dickinson.tx.us or 
281-337-6370.
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R E G I O N    T W O    N E W S

2016 has started off with two great speakers at the bi-monthly meetings, and we see great interest in our
membership growth with over 70 members attending each of those meetings.

In January our guest speaker from ALERRT gave
a presentation on “Active Shooter”.  Statistically, an
active shooter is connected to his victims in some way
(employment, acquaintance, and customer) in 55% of
shootings.  In general, the brain goes through three
stages when confronted with an active shooter: 1)
Denial; 2) Deliberation; and 3) Action.  In stage one the
brain will interpret the sound of gun shots as
firecrackers.  In stage two the brain deliberates options
and controls stress responses like breathing, emotions
and calming.  Action taken in stage three determines life
or death.  It was emphasized that, wherever we may go,
we should always be aware of where exits are located, as
it may be necessary to attempt escape.

The March meeting was hosted by the Corinth CPAAA and VIPS.  Detective Gary Sweet with the Garland PD
spoke about the “Kwaneta Harris Case” in which a woman killed an acquaintance and buried him in the backyard of
his home.  He walked us through the twists and turns of how the case was solved and the events that continued after
Kwaneta’s arrest.  Detective Sweet stated that the OXYGEN Network is planning to interview him about the case for
the crime show “SNAP”.

Mesquite
On March 2 the Mesquite CPAAA (MCPAAA) volunteers honored the January Mesquite Police Officer of the

Month arriving at 10:45 PM and then honored the February Mesquite Police Officer of the Month arriving at 5:45 AM. 
The MCPAAA honors officers each month with a framed certificate and restaurant gift cards acknowledging brave
actions of elected officers.  Regardless of the time day or night volunteers of the MCPAAA are present and proud every
month to give each squad officer goodie bags filled with snacks, best wishes, and even hugs, for serving the Mesquite
community. 
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       R E G I O N    T H R E E    N E W S

                      
Kerrville

Chief Knight and Lt. Cline of the Kerrville Police Department officially accepted at least 20 dozen home-baked
Valentine’s cookies from the Kerrville CPAAA.  The cookies were placed in the patrol briefing room to be enjoyed by
officers starting their shifts who would, no doubt, return for more throughout their shifts.  
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Mindy at FSFTTABC Testing Prior to Cadet
Testing

Jesse Garcia RetirementChief Markle

R E G I O N    S I X    N E W S

Harlingen CPAAA is busy having elections for the year.  They have a new liaison, Officer Alicia Garcia, who
will be attending convention in Corpus Christi.  Harlingen is sending folks to Convention and we are so excited to be
going. 

The City of Corpus Christi named a new Police Chief, Mike Markle, to take over after the death of Chief Floyd
Simpson last year.  Chief Markle is a 26-year veteran of the PD.  He will definitely be an asset.

The CCPAAA participated in the Corpus Christi PD Retirement Ceremony, helping to serve both new and
former retirees.  It was a great time for all involved.  We assisted in serving a lunch prior to the ceremony and cake
and punch afterwards.  This is always such a rewarding event for the CCPAAA. 

Field Sobriety Testing is always a challenge for police cadets.  CCPD is one of the few agencies that trains
cadets with real-life scenarios.  The CCPAAA assists in this training by getting intoxicated at various levels in a
controlled environment so that cadets can learn how to do their job well and in a controlled environment.  The training
is monitored by TABC, who does the classroom part of the training.  It is always interesting to see the different results
by the various cadets.

We are proud of one of our young CCPAAA members, Mindy Lenard, who just left us for boot camp to go in
service for her country.  Godspeed to Mindy.  She was a very active member of our CCPAAA and will be missed.

C O N V E N T I O N,   C O N V E N T I O N,   C O N V E N T I O N !
And last, but not least, Corpus Christi CPAAA is working hard on the 2016 TCPAAA Convention and Law

Enforcement Training.  This promises to be a great year, with interesting, entertaining and informative speakers;
and we know that much fun will be had by all. 

One of our recent retirees, former Asst. Chief Jesse “JV” Garcia has graciously agreed to emcee the event.
Chief Garcia served 40 years with the PD and will be a humorous and enlightening emcee.  Speakers from various
agencies are lined up, good weather will be in abundance, and a host of locals will be here to greet you. 

There will be sunshine in abundance, water close by, and great food all around!  If you have not submitted
your registration, please do so; it helps us plan and helps to make everyone’s trip more fun.  

Hotel reservations have been going great.  If you have not made your reservations – again – please do so. 
We have already increased our block once, and may have to do so again, but it is all based on availability at the hotel.
A word to the wise . . . do not wait until the last minute.  

If you have any problems with your reservations and/or registration, please do not hesitate to contact Cheryl
Daubs (her number is on the Registration form).
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T C P A A A    B O A R D    O F    D I R E C T O R S

ELECTED  OFFICERS

President: 
     David Miller
Dave@TexasCPAAA.org 

1st Vice President (Legislative, Membership): 
     H. Suzanne Kelley
Hsuzanne@TexasCPAAA.org 

2nd Vice President (Bylaws, SOP): 
     Terry Williams
Terry@TexasCPAAA.org 

3rd Vice President (Law Enforcement Liaison):  
     Chief Ron Morales
rmorales@ci.dickinson.tx.us

4th Vice President (Conventions): 
     Dorris Murdock
Dorris@TexasCPAAA.org

Secretary:
     Susan Ernst
Susan@TexasCPAAA.org

Treasurer:
     Stan Appleton
Stan@TexasCPAAA.org

Sergeant-At-Arms:
     Lt. Chip Fairchild
Chip@TexasCPAAA.org

BOARD MEMBERS ELECTED OR APPOINTED
BY REGION ASSOCIATIONS

Region One
Billy Boehlke
     bbelkey@verizon.net 
Wayland Fowler (Sworn),
     Wayland@TexasCPAAA.org

Region Two
Marilyn Parker
     Marilyn@TexasCPAAA.org 
Officer Mike Hatfield (Sworn),
     HatfieldM@GarlandTX.gov 

Region Three
Marcie Davis
      Marcie@TexasCPAAA.org 
James Plant (Sworn),
      Jplant@cityofkyle.com 

Region Four
Brooks Dawson,
     dawson@elpasotexas.gov
Det. Mike Baranyay (Sworn),
     1687@elpasotexas.gov 

Region Six
Cheryl A. Daubs, Cheryl@TexasCPAAA.org 
S/O Denise R. Pace (Sworn), denisep@cctexas.com 

OTHER BOARD MEMBERS

Web Manager:
     Leo Waltz
Leo@TexasCPAAA.org
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