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                     From the President 
   

Why Do We Need Regional Alumni Associations? 

 
Citizen Police Academies were designed to help communities better understand law enforcement. Because of these 
academies, there has been eagerness by the graduates to “Continue the Experience and Get Involved”. Thus, Citizen 
Associations have been organized throughout Texas, the United States and the World. The exact purpose varies from 
association to association, with a common thread running through them all: the willingness to make their community a 
better and safer place to live by working with law enforcement and/or directly with the community. Each Alumni            
Association faces the same organizational steps that can be confusing and demanding. Their purposes must be defined 
and well understood by all concerned. This can encompass community involvement, fund raising, education, law         
enforcement assistance, crime prevention, etc. 

Purpose of the Regional Alumni Associations 

Regions are organizations to assist and foster the growth of all Citizen Police Academies and their resulting alumni     
associations. Regions are established to provide direction, organization, training, and other services that may not be 
available to the individual alumni associations, and to coordinate regional activities that involve all the associations. It is 
important to understand that a regional group is made up of alumni associations that choose to join, and each association 
remains completely autonomous. Every Alumni Association experiences the same start-up problems and growth pains. 
Some of the most commonly asked questions are: 

  How do we create and develop our Articles of Incorporation? 

  What do we file with the State and Federal agencies? 

  Do we need Bylaws, and what are they? 

  How do we organize? 

  Do we need a Board of Directors? 

  Where will we get our funds from? 

  What do we do with our alumni members? 
 
What about those alumni associations that have been around for a while? Are they carefree and running smoothly?  
Probably not. All alumni associations hit the same speed bumps in their start-up and as they develop. Networking with 
other alumni in your geographic area provides your greatest resource for overcoming such hurdles. Why reinvent the 
wheel when you have someone willing to assist you? The Region will be very pro-active in helping  established Citizen 
Police Academies and Alumni Associations in your region. When you operate within the confines of your alumni world, 
you expand your resources by working with your peers. Sometimes you teach, and sometimes you learn. Some services 
provided by a Region and/or Texas CPAAA are as follows: 

  Sample Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws to assist new associations in their formation. 

  Information concerning 501(c)(3) filing and Employer Identification Numbers. 

  Information on Alumni Associations. 

  Information on how to work within their associations by helping to identify problems, increase    
 enrollment and increase class interaction.  

  Information on activities to assist in keeping their Alumni involved in community activities. 

  Information on fund raising activities. 

  Ideas for continuing education programs and assistance in finding guest speakers for Alumni meetings. 

  As you read through this article, you’ll see that the need for Local CPAs, Regional CPAs and the State organization  
can be of great value and assistance. Get involved and make these organizations the greatest for all.    

  
David Miller 
Texas CPAAA President 

THE TCPAAA  
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2016 TCPAAA Convention and Law Enforcement Training 

Our THANKS to Corpus Christi CPAA for a job well done hosting the 2016 Convention!  There were many positive          

comments from the members wishing they had more time to see all the breakout sessions, which means maybe we should 

consider going back to a 3-day conference. The 2016 Convention welcomed several new alumni members and law          

enforcement agencies that have not attended the event before. We’re excited they could join us and hope to see them in 

Waco next year. 

 

We also want to THANK all of our guest speakers for their time and dedication to our alumni associations. During Opening 

Ceremonies, we had the opportunity to honor those officers who lost their lives in the line of duty in 2016. A video was 

played and it was a very emotional tribute to those fallen officers. This video is available for download at                            

texascpaaa.net/convention.  It was also with pride & gratitude that we, as alumni members, were able to see so many law 

enforcement officers from all the agencies being represented, standing along the wall in the room … we call this the “Wall 

of Honor”. We THANK all of our law enforcement for their dedication. 

 

As the convention wound down we had a wonderful night planned for the banquet. The guest speakers were three officers 

from the Garland Police Department and the subject of their presentation was the ISIS attack at the Curtis Culwell Center 

on May 3, 2015. Garland’s CPAAA Liaison/Public Information Officer Mike Hatfield opened the presentation with details 

of the “Draw the Prophet Muhammad Contest” event that took place that day. Next up, SWAT Lt. Dan Colasanto who was 

the leader in planning the security efforts for this controversial event which they knew had a high probability of an attack 

due to the topic. He explained his strategy and forethought which proved to be a big payoff, before during and after. 

He then transitioned the last part of this presentation to the final speaker by playing a video compilation of many clips of 

news commentary honoring the “unnamed officer” who took down the two gunman with only his service revolver. Officer 

Greg Stevens, who prevented a mass shooting on that day, approached the stage and told his story about how his day    

unfolded and how he was only given a split second to react to the situation that had presented itself before him. This story 

could have very easily had a completely different ending … not one worthy of a celebration, so it was an honor to be in 

attendance for this amazing  presentation. 

 
 
The Dallas Morning News reported on May 16, 2016: 
The gunmen Stevens faced, considered terrorists by the FBI, were 
armed with assault rifles and body armor. Stevens stopped them with a 
handgun. Although he was later aided by a SWAT team on hand for the 
controversial event sponsored by the American Freedom Defense        
Initiative, the Garland Police Department says Stevens is responsible for 
taking down both men.  
 
Dorris Murdock 

Texas CPAAA VP Conventions 

THE TCPAAA  

CONNECTION 

WWW.TEXASCPAAA.ORG 

President Barack Obama presented the 
Medal of Valor to Garland Police Officer 

Gregory Stevens (photo) 

http://texascpaaa.net/convention
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Congratulations to the 2016 Texas CPAAA Award recipients: 

Alumni Membership of the Year - KERRVILLE CPAAA  

 

Bill Ennis Award Alumni Member of the Year - THERESA COMPTON (LEAGUE CITY CPAAA)  

 

Ray Raymon Award – Peace Officer of the Year - DETECTIVE GARY SWEET (Garland PD)  

 

Alumni Association of the Year - BURLESON CPAAA  

 

Exhibit Hall Best in Show 1
st

 Place – GARLAND CPAAA 

 

Exhibit Hall Best in Show 2
nd

 Place – BURLESON CPAAA 

http://texascpaaa.net/TCPAAA/Region1/ennis.html
http://texascpaaa.net/TCPAAA/special/Ramon.htm
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 The Pearland CPAAA is very proud to announce that our 3 new K9 officers will be "sworn in" on      

Monday, August 22.  Our PCPAAA has now contributed more than $40,000.00 dollars to make it             
possible.  The dogs were purchased entirely by our Alumni Association.  (Our annual Pear Run grossed 
more than $100,000 dollars.)  The dogs have completed almost all of the required training.  Our 
"explosives dog" will require a little more advanced training in order to be fully certified in that endeavor. 

We are getting ready for our 4th annual Gun Raffle at Bass Pro Shop in Pearland.  Our goal is to raise more 
than the $25,000.00 profit we raised last year.  We are dedicating a large part of our total to send the       
Pearland Police Honor Guard to Washington, D.C. next year.   Pearland Officer Endy Epankya, who was 
killed on in the line of duty by a drunk driver will have his name inscribed on the memorial.  

 

Bob Fawcett 

President, Pearland CPAAA 

On July 14th LCCPAAA hosted a Prayer Vigil and 

Support Rally at LCPD. Bro. Steven McGehee 

from Baker Street Baptist Church lead a prayer 

over our law enforcement. Galveston County 

District Clerk, John Kinard, shared his              

experience in law enforcement. 

A League City CPAAA member earns the 2016 Texas CPAAA 

Bill Ennis Award. Congratulations to our 1st Vice President,       

Theresa Compton, on earning the 2016 Texas CPAAA Bill Ennis 

Award. Nominated by Officer Galyean and Officer Young she was 

awarded the State Alumni Member of the Year award.  

                          League City continued on next page 
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LCCPAAA Donates Trailer for Training Division 

 

 
 
 
 

League City Officer of the Month and Year Programs 
 

Every month the LCCPAAA recognizes a League City Police Officer as officer of the 
month for their outstanding service. The officers are nominated through the 
LCCPAAA website by citizens, alumni members and fellow coworkers. The officers 
receive a plaque and a gift for their service. At the end of the year, the LCCPAAA 
votes from the officers who have received the officer of the month to receive 
Officer of the Year. The programs are cosponsored by Awards of Distinction and 
Kemah Boardwalk. To view official press releases for Officer of the month visit  
http://www.lccpaaa.org/officer-of-the-month.html  

 

 
 

 

Deer Park Citizen’s Police Academy Alumni Association 
 
DPPD CPA Class 34 kicked off in August with another full class of 20 citizens, many who are eager to     

graduate and join our Alumni Association!   

Vacation Safety School: In June and July, our members volunteered to help with the Deer Park Police     

Department’s week-long Vacation Safety Schools!  The first session in June was for kids ages 7 – 10 and 
the July session was for ages 11-15!  Several of our members were always on hand to assist our Crime 
Prevention Officer with the daily events and presentations!  Also in July, 4 of our members attended the 
TCPA Convention in Conroe; and an additional 5 attended the TEXAS CPAAA State Convention in Corpus. 

Police Chaplains: Nine of our Alumni Members also serve as Deer Park PD Chaplains and actively    

minister to the needs of our police department as well as to the needs of our Association and the       
community! 

Deer Park continued on next page 

The LCCPAAA is proud to support LCPD with the donation of this     
trailer for the Training Division. The trailer will allow the Training      
Division to be autonomous and highly mobile. It will also serve as a  
tertiary asset for SWAT & CART.  

http://www.lccpaaa.org/officer-of-the-month.html
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Deer Park Citizen’s Police Academy Alumni Association 
August was a very busy month!   

In August, Associated Credit Union – Deer Park hosted “Coffee 
with a Cop!”  Once again, our members were there to support 
our Officers and represent our Alumni Association!    

We were invited to FaithBridge Church to provide free           
fingerprinting at their “Back to School” Carnival.   

A few weeks later, we took part in HEB’S – Kid’s Day in Deer 
Park!! Our members were on-hand to provide free                  
fingerprinting and actually fingerprinted over 375 kids that 
weekend!  In addition to our fingerprinting  volunteers, we had 
an additional 8 – 10 members who came out to represent our Association and meet & greet citizens!  I don’t 
know who had more fun; all the kiddos, or our Alumni Members!  

We also implemented a new Members Only – Private Facebook Page!  It’s a fantastic way to share information 
and promote teamwork!  It allows us to highlight Association needs that may arise on a daily basis and also to 
celebrate individual and team successes, accomplishments and milestones… IN REAL TIME! 

In addition to the special events listed above, many of our members are also actively involved in Citizens on 
Patrol and Handicap Parking Patrol.  We also serve coordinate with our DP Parks and Recreation Department 
in offering concessions at their public events such as Concerts in the Park and Movies in the Park.  Many of us 
enjoy supporting our Officers and promoting our Association at Police Department scheduled events such as 
public Sector & Beat Meetings, Coffee with a Cop, Electronics Recycling Day, and Drug Take Back to name a 
few! 

We are  a “Can DO Team” with a “Can DO Attitude” 
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Region 2 continues to reach out to the alumni associations in the region by assisting one group on how to    

apply for their 501(C)(3) status and visit another group where their new chief was interested in expanding the 
citizen involvement in volunteering. The region also had two great speakers at the 
bi-monthly meetings in May and July. 
 
Extensive work is being done to rehabilitate criminals and to assist their families, 
but little assistance was available to the victims of crime and their families. At the 
May meeting Dr. Gene Grounds of Victims Relief Ministry related to the region 
that building close relationships among local law enforcement, social service 
agencies and the faith community was necessary so that victims of crimes could 
be reached to assist them recover from their incident and successfully move     
forward with their lives. The help is available to those that need it but many just 
don’t know how or where to reach out for the assistance.  

 

 

In July the Region welcomed Detective Wendy Sheriff from the Garland Police Departments Crimes Against 
Persons Unit. She works with domestic violence cases and sexual assault crimes. Detective Sheriff detailed the 
steps taken when investigating two cases handled by the department.   

 
 
 
Region 2 was well represented at the 
2016 TCPAAA Convention and Law  
Enforcement Training.  Region 2 was 
excited to see first time attendees 
from Wylie and The Colony attend the 
convention. 
 
 
 
 

 
CONGRATULATIONS go the Detective Gary Sweet for winning the Ray Ramon Award for Officer of the Year.   
 
Region 2 extends a big “THANK YOU” to the Garland PD SWAT Lieutenant, Garland PIO and Garland Police 
Officer Medal of Honor recipient for a wonderful presentation of what happened on May 3, 2015 when two 
radical Islamic terrorist came to the Garland Curtis Culwell Center to attempt to wage jihad on Americans. 
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Garland Citizen Police Academy Alumni Association (GCPAAA) has had a 

busy summer and ready for a busy Fall. 

We are proud to have had our 48th Citizen Police Academy Class begin. We are    
always supportive of our Police Department in the CPA classes. The Alumni         
provides a meal for the new class along with role-play and assistance during the 
mock building searches & domestic violence calls that the class members            
participate in.  

We had a great time at the TCPAA Convention in Corpus Christi; Garland was well 
represented with 30 participants!  Our CPA coordinator, Officer Mike Hatfield, was one of the instructors and 
gave his Active Shooter presentation. We appreciate the time and energy he provides to the department and 
our citizens. Our very own, Detective Gary Sweet, presented two high-profile homicide investigations, and 
also won the 2016 Ray Ramon Award Officer of the Year award.  
 
Lt. Dan Colasanto, SWAT lieutenant from the Garland PD joined special guest, Officer Gregory Stevens, as our 
guests at the Awards Dinner, and we heard about the terrorist shooting at the Curtis Culwell Center in       
Garland on May 3, 2015, which we call ‘The May 3rd Incident’.  Officer Stevens took down both terrorists and 
has received many accolades and national awards, including the Medal of Valor presented by President 
Barack Obama at the White House. Officer Stevens brought his medal, along with other awards received for 
the   members to see after his presentation. We thank Lt. Dan and Officer Stevens and all of the Garland PD 
for their work to keep Garland safe.   
 
Our exhibit hall table won 1st Place for Best in Show at the convention, and we are thankful for the many     
volunteer hours that were spent in preparing that beautiful exhibit. The efforts paid off with our raffle for 
fundraising and also the money that came along with winning our 1st place honor. 

 

 



 

   TCPAAA CONNECTION                                                                         9                                                                                                   FALL 2016 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

                 

THE TCPAAA  

CONNECTION 

Region 2 

 
 

 

 

Garland  CPAAA con’t... 
 
September started off quickly as we helped Parks and Recreation man barricades 
for the Annual Labor Day parade. In addition to helping the officers at                  
intersections, we receive a check from the City for our assistance.   
 
We also provided a monetary donation and volunteers for the Mad Dog Moore 
Memorial Bass Tournament, which honors Officer Michael David “Mad Dog” 
Moore, one of our officers we lost in the line of duty, as he was apprehending a 
suspect during a bank robbery at a Bank One in Garland.  
 
We helped to support the Guns and Hoses Foundation of N. Texas Boxing Event in 

Allen by providing volunteers to escort our V.I.P. guests, take event tickets, sell t-shirts, and many other      
assorted duties.  We are proud that Team Blue took back the trophy from Fire Dept. Go Blue! 

On Patriot Day we provided baskets of food items to each department to let them know we are always    
thinking of them. 

We will be manning a table at the City’s Live Well / Go Green Expo this month. We help collect old medicine 
for proper disposal. 

 

Del Newberry  

Garland CPAAA BOD 
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The Texas State University Police Department’s CPAAA was recently launched at the           

beginning of July. We have already raised $300 for a set of bagpipes for UPD’s honor guard and our third class 
is starting next Tuesday, August 30th. We have a fully-staffed executive board and will be planning additional 
programs and fundraisers to support UPD’s CPA. Our website is http://www.police.txstate.edu/Services/
Citizens-Police-Academy.html.      

                                                                   ~Josh Bazar TSUPDCPAAA President 

http://www.police.txstate.edu/Services/Citizens-Police-Academy.html
http://www.police.txstate.edu/Services/Citizens-Police-Academy.html
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Greetings from the Rio Grande Valley!  We’ve had a sticky hot summer and are looking         

forward to cooler weather and the return of our Winter Texans.  Our Harlingen contingent appreciated the 
recent Training and Convention in Corpus Christi.  We personally want to give a shout out to all of the staff 
(Sworn and volunteer) who put this on.  Thank you!  One of these days Harlingen looks forward to hosting 
it here as we are in the process of building a new convention center and hotel facility (long needed!).   
 
This quarter is especially busy with several local National Night Out celebrations, Thanksgiving and of 
course, all the December activities.   
 
Harlingen participates in about six local area NNOs but our CPAAA is known for its Harlingen CPA             
Legendary Hot Dogs.  Each year we grill about 2500 for our community in the middle of Lon C. Hill Park.   
Almost 8000 citizens show up for a night’s schmoozing and entertainment from bands to bounce houses. 
Probably fifty partners help take a bite out of crime.   It’s very exciting to be able to support the local law 
enforcement agencies and for them to see citizens in a fun setting.  The sharing of ideas and networking in 
a friendly environment goes along way. 
 
Then we move on to the annual Lighting On The Arroyo and the Christmas Parade with a huge HPD-CPA 
Santa sleigh complete with Mr. & Mrs. Santa Claus.  Bands, schools, organizations all have a wonderful 
time.  Too bad this atmosphere of loving and giving isn’t a year long process.  Shop-With-A-Cop and our 
Christmas Toy Drive is another giant undertaking – from planning to execution it requires many hands on 
and brings the community together.   
 
Then we jump into 2017 – stand up the Non-Comms, encourage members to share their talent and         
become an elected officer in the CPAAA.  We hold elections in March.  And of course, business is as usual 
with local events.  Easter comes in April this year, the Winter Texans head north and our next several 
months plan and celebrate various opportunities assisting the Harlingen Police Department to whom we 
are forever grateful for their service.     
 
Adios! 
 
 
Harlingen, Texas   
Region 6   
Lenore J. Combs   
956 245 1276   
LJCombs44@gmail.com 
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            Two-Way Radio Communications for CPA Events 

 

While we, CPA's, don't always need two way communications for some of the events 
we assist our cities with, there are times they would enhance the ability to facilitate 
passing information of importance and coordinating activity to the entire group quickly. 

There are several possibilities for CPA organizations when it comes to two way radios.  
The three most common would be the Family Radio Service (FRS), General Mobile Radio Service (GMRS) and 
Multiple Use Radio Service / Itinerate (MURS).  Each has its own advantages and disadvantages and I’d like to 
briefly cover each one. 

FRS (License free)  

FRS radios are very common and can be purchased just about everywhere.  There are 14 channels in the FRS 
plan.  Most also include 8 channels from the GRMS plan that are allowed.  These are very low power radios and 
very short range and are greatly limited by terrain, foliage and buildings.  Even though this is a license free band 
no modifications to the radios can be made without violating FCC rules. 

GMRS (License required)  

GMRS, a part of the Business Radio Service (BRS), is a better choice because you can get more powerful hand 
held radios than allowed under FRS rules.  A group can also go together and install a duplex repeater to extend 
the range of the radios significantly. GMRS does however require a FCC license to operate but one license will 
cover an entire family.  

MURS (Licese free) 

MURS / Intinerate frequencies also a part of the Business Radio Service (BRS).  There are five frequencies 
(channels) assigned to MURS and another 50 or so that fall under the itinerant service.   

Physical limitations to communications 

As stated, range can and will be affected by whether you are inside an automobile or standing beside it.  Are you 
holding the radio upright and in front of your face or is it on your belt with a speaker mic?  These are little things 
that make a big difference. Other things like terrain, foliage, buildings and other man made obstacles will affect 
your range as well.  

Training 

While the radios themselves are quite easy to operate, in order to be an effective communicator you must    
practice with your radios during a training session to understand their abilities and limitations and how to pass 
radio traffic effectively the first time. 

Interoperability 

This is a term used in the public service industry to coordinate “channels” so that units from differing agencies 
can talk to one another.  I already have a universal programming file for this purpose and would share it with 
everyone interested so that we would all program our radios identically. That way if one CPA group goes to    
assist another group we'd all have the same “channels” in our radios and could communicate with one another. 

 

 

 
Continued on next page 
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       Two-Way Radio Communications for CPA Events – con’t 

 

Expense 

Sure there is a cost.  A pair of the low power blister pack FRS radios for about $30-40.  
Moving up from there to a business band radio that will cover both the GMRS            
frequencies along with the MURS / Itinerant frequencies, there are some Chinese      

radios about $40/ea.  These radios do require programming and can be done by an installed key entry pad on 
the radio or with a computer. By adding a few additional accessories like an additional battery and a better    
antenna than the OEM one that comes with them, the total cost goes up to ~$70-80 or so.  A lot of ham radio 
operators own these as a back up VHF/UHF radio.  

Summary 

I can’t tell you that you need to utilize two way radios in your events.  You must determine that for yourself 
based upon a number of factors.  When properly set  up and practiced with they will only enhance your          
activities and make a number of things easier.   

If this sounds like something you may be interested in I am willing to exchange email, phone calls and even 
come to your meeting in the greater Houston area or find someone closer to you to discuss this further, and 
find you a local ham radio operator or two who will make themselves available to assist with training and      
programming of the radios.  

 
Michael “Mike” Urich, KA5CVH 
Harris County ARES http://harriscountyares.org 
BayCERT  https://www.facebook.com/groups/BayCERT/ 
La Porte (TX) CPAAA  http://www.lpcpaaa.org/ 
mike@ka5cvh.com 
http://ka5cvh.com 

THINK ABOUT IT 

 

“Most people listen with the intent to  
reply, not to understand. You listen to 
yourself as you prepare in your mind 
what you are going to say, the       
questions you are going to ask, etc. 
You filter everything you hear through 
your life experiences, your frame of  
reference. You check what you hear 
against your autobiography and see 
how it measures up. And consequently, 
you decide prematurely what the other 
person means before he/she finishes 
communicating.” 

--Stephen Covey, American author 

 

The Texas Citizen Police Academy 

Alumni and Law Enforcement       

Annual Training 

August 3, 4, 5, 2017 

2017 Convention Registration Form 

is now available 

Go to: http://texascpaaa.net/

convention/ 

More Information will be posted 

when available 

mailto:mike@ka5cvh.com
http://ka5cvh.com/
http://texascpaaa.net/convention/
http://texascpaaa.net/convention/
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President 
David Miller  
3825 Meadowlark Way  
Pearland, Texas 77584  
(H) 281-489-7752 (W) 713-854-7755 (C) 713-854-7755 Dave@TexasCPAAA.org  
 
1st Vice President- (Membership, Newsletter) 
Vickie Thompson 
3501 Cromwell St. Plano, TX 75075 
(C) 214-796-8606 (W) 972-390-6422 Vickie@TexasCPAAA.org 
 
2nd Vice President -- (Bylaw, SOP) 
Terry Williams   
2115 South 3rd Street  
Waco, Texas 76706  
(W)  254-752-5211 (C)  254-715-0661 Terry@TexasCPAAA.org  
 
3rd Vice President - (Law Enforcement Liaison) 
James Plant 
Kyle Police Department 
Community Outreach Officer 
(W) 512-262-3996 (C) 512-738-2496  JPlant@cityofkyle.com 
 
4th Vice President - (Conventions) 
Dorris Murdock  
1400 Bradford Trace Drive  
Allen, Texas 75002  
(W) 972-477-3295 (C) 972-989-2661 Dorris@TexasCPAAA.org  
 
Secretary 
Susan Ernst 
1632 Silverleaf Dr  
Carrollton, Texas 75007  
(C) 972-989-3268 Susan@TexasCPAAA.org  

 
Treasurer 
Stan Appleton   
6104 W. State Hwy 243   
Canton Texas 75103   
(C) 214-202-7418 (H) 903-848-4905 Stan@TexasCPAAA.org   
 

Sergeant at Arms 
Lieutenant Chip Fairchild 
City of Liberty Police 
1914 Lakeland Dr. 
Liberty, Texas.  77575  
(C) 936-346-2605 (W) 936-336-5666 Chip@TexasCPAAA.org       
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