
 

 

 

TCPAAA BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

BUFFALO, TEXAS 

January 25, 2020 

10:30 A.M. 

 

Board Members Present: Barbara Cook, Dorris Murdock, Leo Waltz, Gene Wheeler, Phil Niewald, 

Timothy Herd, Vicky Niewald, James Plant, David Miller, Angie McIntosh, Marlynn Melara, Susan Ernst, 

Terry Williams, John McConnell,  Jennifer, Lewis and  Cheryl A. Daubs. 

 

Board Members Absent: Javier Sambrano, Chris Lynch, Yolanda Lozano. 

 

Guests Present:  Mary Jo Prince, Sherry Schumacher, Janet Wheeler, and Linda Lewis. 

 

Call to Order: President  Barbara Cook called the meeting to order at 10:30 A.M. 

 

Invocation: The invocation was offered by Timothy Herd. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was given followed by the Texas Pledge. 

 

Barbara asked for introductions of all present, with the Board stating their position also. 

 

The first order of business was to swear in our newest Region Representatives, Gene Wheeler as Region 

One Non-Sworn and John McConnell, Region Two Non-Sworn. They were sworn in by Officer James 

Plant, 3rd V. P.  

 

Secretary Report: The October, 2019 board meeting minutes were reviewed and two corrections made 

for typographical errors. A Motion was then made by David Miller, seconded by Terry Williams to accept 

the minutes as corrected. The Motion passed. 

 

Treasurer Report: Susan gave the Treasurer report noting the budget increase for the website domain at 

$215. After a short discussion with input from Leo, the amount was changed to $240. The Budget and 

Financial Statement will be filed for audit. 

 

 

Committee Reports: 

 



 

 

Membership: Susan reported that there are currently 268 members and that the Harris County 

Constable Pct. 4 CPAAA was added to the membership. 

 

By-Laws:  Phil asked for volunteers for the Nominating Committee. 

 

Convention:  Dorris reported that as of Jan. 24th there were 60 registrations for the 2020 Bryan/College 

Station/Brazos County Convention to be held July 26 – July 29th (Sunday - Wednesday). The room rate at 

the Hilton is $98 a night.  She reminded everyone about not checking out on Saturday because you 

would not have a place to get ready for the Awards Dinner. She requested Terry Williams order a 

maroon streamer for the Convention. Dorris turned the report over to Mary Jo Prince of Bryan/College 

Station to give the latest information. Mary Jo advised that for security purposes there was a new P.O. 

Box. The number is: P. O. Box 11244, College Station, Texas 77842.  She also encouraged everyone to get 

their registration in. Mary Jo spoke of the Opening Ceremonies guest speaker Zecharia  Cartledge, an 

amazing young man, who at the age of 11 yrs. runs at least a mile for every officers lost in the line of 

duty. They are working on a Memorial Run with Zecharia Sunday morning for LEOs and the public. For 

more information on Zecharia, go to www.running4heroes.org. Mary Jo also talked about the Monday 

night event at Century Square. There will be shuttle buses provided. There will be many things to do. 

One of the High Profile cases will be the College Station 1982 murder of Virginia Freeman, which was 

recently solved with DNA. There will be a panel on mental health and the media will be present to ask 

questions. Mark Devanna of Blue Help will be heading up this panel. They are working on getting a 

driving simulator, but that is not definite yet. They have volunteers for Registration/Check-In but are 

asking member CPAAAs to assist as room moderators. 

 

Dorris then reported on Convention2021 to be held in Plano July 28 – July 31 (Wednesday – Saturday) at 

the Dallas/Plano Marriott Legacy with a room rate of $135 (average). Plano has not yet selected a 

streamer color.  

 

Convention 2022 – Region One is hosting and specific dates have not been selected. The hotel is the 

Hilton Houston NASA Clear Lake with a possible room rate of $119. They have an upcoming meeting 

with the hotel and hope to get the rate lowered at that time. David Miller also said that they will give us 

the complete hotel for the convention. 

 

Dorris requested approval of the Board to purchase the small blue notebooks that are given to the 

Rookies at the Orientation class. She gave the rates and advised that if they were ordered prior to Jan. 

31st, there would be no set up fee to put Texas CPAAA on them. There was some discussion as to what it 

might cost to get the logo put on it and Dorris will be checking on that prior to ordering. If there is no set 

up fee that would save $16.95. Dorris will get an email out to the board for voting if necessary on the 

price of the notebooks with the logo. The price was: 100/$122 or 250/$297.50. Dave Miller made a 

motion that 250 notebooks be ordered. James Plant seconded and the Motion passed.  

 

Dorris asked for permission from the Board to write a check for the State table in the Exhibit Hall at 

Convention. Leo made a motion that the fee be paid, seconded by Cheryl. At that time, Mary Jo Prince 

http://www.running4heroes.org/


 

 

said that the Convention would waive the $35.00 fee in memory of Stan Appleton. Dorris said that she 

would continue to do the scheduling for the State table, but that she needed someone else to take over 

the other aspects such as set-up/take-down, theme, décor, and raffles. Angie offered to help with set-

up, take-down and storage of items and Marlynn Melara also offered to help.  

 

James asked if there was a way that Rookies were being tracked, and if they were not coming 

back….why not? Did we have evaluations that might reflect that information? Dorris explained that San 

Marcos did not do evaluations (only the hotel did) but assured him that there would be evaluations this 

year. She suggested that there be a place to drop off evaluations at the same table where you pick up 

your certificate of attendance. Susan also said that you could run a comparison list from past attendees. 

 

Dorris also told everyone that there will no longer be a CPA Coordinator Class, and that it is being 

replaced with an LEO Round Table class. This has been requested by numerous officers and will be a 

great new addition to the classes. 

 

Sergeant-At-Arms: Terry Williams had nothing to report. 

 

Website:  Leo reported that there had not been much activity. He has created a Memory Page for Stan 

with a link to a photo page taken from photos on file. He also updated Board members and will do so 

again with the new Region Representatives. He updated the Convention registration form to make it 

interactive. He spoke of the TCPAAAConvention.org page and wanted to know if it was still necessary. 

The annual cost is $10. Dorris advised that she no longer uses it. Leo said he will leave it alone until next 

year and it will be deleted. Leo discussed the fact that there had been questions as to whether or not 

our website was secure. He told us that there is no need to have one. We do not collect, store, or share 

information and the website is more like a bulletin board.  

 

Newsletter:  Susan said that she only had one submission thus far, and several people said they would 

get something to her.  

 

Region Reports: 

Region One: Tim Herd advised that the Region lost two officers, (Officers Brewster and Sullivan) last 

year and that the LODD Committee really stepped up. Barbara and Dave also spoke about the great 

LODD response. Gene said that LODD in their region also stepped up. They volunteered in the various 

rooms for dignitaries, officers, and family. At one time there were 454 officers there. He said it was 

amazing how much food was donated by the communities and prepared and brought in by the 

volunteers. They just had elections and David Miller is their new President.  

 

 

Region Two: Dorris gave the report. She read a letter from Marilyn Parker, resigning her position as 

Region Two Non-Sworn. John McConnell was sworn in to replace Marilyn for the balance of her term. 

Region Two has had 2 meetings since the last State Board meeting in October. Their November meeting 

was hosted by Wylie and had a Round Table discussion. The January meeting was hosted by Garland and 



 

 

their guest speaker was the CSI Supervisor from the Plano PD. The next meeting will be in March and 

hosted by Plano.  

 

Region Three: Marlynn reported that they elected a new V.P. and Secretary but the Secretary resigned 

shortly thereafter. Marlynn is the interim at this time. Deer Park has a new President and is also getting 

ready for their 31st CPA Academy to begin on Feb. 3rd. 

 

Region Four: Dorris had spoken to Javier and they are working on coming to Convention. El Paso CPAAA 

has joined with the DPS Citizen Academy to hopefully get better attendance and more participation.  

 

Region Five:  No report 

 

Region Six: Cheryl advised the Region had not had a meeting. 

 

Old Business: 

 

Ribbon Color for Plano Convention: No color selected yet. 

  

Annual Report for 2019: Barbara said she is working on it but is in the process of moving and she will 

complete it shortly but may need some help on the financials. Susan offered to help her. 

 

Possible change in P&P for qualification for State membership: There was discussion about whether or 

not there needed to be a change. By By-Laws, Section 2.1.3 on page 5 is where it is covered and speaks 

of a person being in “good standing” in their CPAAA to join the state. Dave said that as a 501.c.3 that the 

state could refuse membership by not accepting their dues. Phil is going to work on this and present it to 

the Board, but it must be voted on at the Delegate’s meeting. 

 

Barbara again reminded all to use the new logo.  

 

P&P changes were handed out to all. There were several suggested changes to the P&P regarding 

conventions. Page 19, Additional Event Space….to add information on Rookies. Also, a change on the 

wording for the Opening Ceremonies regarding housekeeping instructions. Page 20:  to clarify language 

for the Hospitality Room and the Delegates Meeting. Page 21: to change the order of the Delegates 

Meeting and Opening Ceremonies bullets and also to change the wording regarding the reserved tables 

for the Awards Banquet. Barbara will send these out via email for the Board to vote.  

 

Destruction of election ballots: There is nothing in the P&P except for the ballots. Dave said we needed 

to include the shredding of documents in the P&P. There was some discussion and the 501 rules 

mandate that financial records be kept for three years. Susan said that she could put them on the 

external hard drive also. Dorris made a motion to destroy all past ballots except for the last three years. 

Dave seconded the motion and the motion passed. 

 



 

 

Replacing Rep. badges: Barbara asked who needed a badge. Dorris said she needed a list to order the 

correct badges. There was a question about the patches. Dorris had priced them and they are $3/ea. If 

200 are ordered. T-shirts would be $8.50 each. Terry Williams and John McConnell will look into this and 

report back to the board. 

 

New Business: 

 

Treasurer Position: Dorris presented Jennifer Lewis from Region Two. She is the current Treasurer for 

the Garland CPAAA. She was trained by Stan. Dorris made a motion and Dave seconded it, that Jennifer 

serves the balance of Stan’s term, which will expire in 2021. The motion passed. 

 

Telephone Conferencing at meetings: Leo spoke about this briefly and said there is no charge with the 

company that he uses for another organization. With discussion, it is felt that this would help keep the 

outlying Region Reps. such as Javier (El Paso) and Yolanda (Harlingen) more involved in board meetings. 

Dave made a motion to include telephone conferencing in our meetings, seconded by James. The 

motion passed. 

 

There were no comments from our guests. 

 

Cheryl made a motion, seconded by Susan to adjourn the meeting. Meeting was adjourned. 

 

 


